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“After all, isn’t it true that what most people really want is to continue living their lives, and
that they are willing and able (sometimes with a little guidance) to help make that happen?
ICRP Publication 111
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The third Dialogue Meeting, on the rehabilitation of living conditions after the Fukushima
accident was attended by more than sixty participants from Fukushima Prefecture, national
authorities, representatives of the city of Date, local farmers and professionals, local and
national media, concerned NPOs and stakeholders of local and outside communities
(including consumers, teachers, farmers, producers, and distributers), scientists from
universities and national institutes, a representative of the French Embassy, representatives of
Norwegian and French organisations with direct experience in managing long-term
consequences of the Chernobyl accident, representatives of the International Commission on
Radiological Protection, and representatives of the Committee on Radiation Protection and
Public Health of the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency. A number of participants were from
civil societies, both from the Fukushima Prefecture and outside (Tokyo, Kyoto, Yokohama,
and Sendai) were in attendance. Also present were interested citizens of Date and nearby
areas bringing the number of attendees to nearly one hundred.
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The first Dialogue was held in the City of Fukushima in November 2011 with the intention to
learn and help resolving the situation and —people’s concern after the Fukushima NPP
accident. The dialogue fostered a useful discussion among stakeholders on the situation in the
affected areas and on their concerns.
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In February 2012, the second Dialogue was held to learn the situation of and establish
solidarity with the City of Date. During the dialogue, the participants recognized progress in
understanding the situation, and the value in sharing experience on the rehabilitation of living
conditions in the affected areas. They also voiced serious concerns regarding the situation.
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This third dialogue were planned to focus on the problem of food, one of the most serious
issues in which interest of stakeholders may diverge. Discussion of the dialogue however
extended even further to included some new insights into understanding the radiological
situation, and deep and forward-looking discussions on concrete actions to improve living
conditions.
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The following observations and conclusions summarise the sessions held over the two days:
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1. The participants underlined their concern about the future demographic pattern due to an
acceleration in the younger generations leaving the prefecture and abandoning farming
activities. In particular they expressed concern for the loneliness of the elderly, and the
uncertain future of young people who stay. They pointed out the responsibility of all public
and private actors to take action to avoid a degradation of the present situation.
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2. The participants discussed with great emotion the issue of discrimination of people in the
affected areas, especially for those of pre-marital age to marry and have children. This painful
issue will not be resolved without the understanding and involvement of people outside the
affected areas.
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3. Presentations during the morning sessions demonstrated significant progress in the
measurement of individual external and internal doses, and in the understanding of the
mechanisms of transfer of radioactivity in the food chain, especially the critical involvement
of water in rice crops. Emphasized was the need to: focus on individuals; keep memory to
sustain control; and, develop methods manageable by residents to help them to make
judgments with regard the radiological situation.
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4. The afternoon sessions focused on the conditions and means to improve the situation with
the contamination of food products. A representative panel of participants was invited to
express their views on the characteristics of the present situation, its possible evolution, and
actions to improve it. That there was a possible convergence between the interests of the key
stakeholders: producers who develop strategies for improvement and control of their products;
consumers wishing to have access to clean products; and, distributors who wish to keep the
confidence of their customers. Consumers from outside the Prefecture, who presented original
approaches they have adopted to cope with the food situation at home, expressed their
surprise and admiration for the efforts in the Prefecture to improve the radiological quality of
products.
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5. The preservation of the traditional and popular activity of gathering wild vegetables
(sansei) was identified as culturally important in maintaining the cohesion of the Fukushima
community.
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The participants came to the following general recommendations:
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1. Continue to develop monitoring strategies and management procedures to allow farmers to
control the radiological quality of their products in order to regain confidence of consumers.
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2. Continue efforts to monitor individual internal and external exposures, and to provide
information and tools in order to help people to make their own judgments.
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3. Create a forum for a permanent dialogue between all concerned parties (producers,
distributers and consumers) on the issue of foodstuff.
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4. Promote the involvement of parents, grand-parents and teachers to develop radiation
protection culture among children.
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5. Strengthen dialogue and cooperation with outside stakeholders (Japanese and foreign).
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