The March 2005 Paris Meeting of the Main Commission of ICRP

Decisions following the Consultation on the proposed 2005 recommendations

The consultation exercise on the proposed 2005 recommendations resulted in nearly 200 responses and amounts to some 600 pages of written text. Many of the comments arise because the Foundation Documents have not yet been put out for consultation. The consultation on Foundation Documents will now take place during the summer of 2005 and they should be revised, if necessary, to be approved if all goes well at the Geneva meeting of the Commission in September 2005. 

THE FOUNDATION DOCUMENTS
The Commission has approved 5 foundation documents for web consultation with the intention that they be posted for a period starting in April until mid-July. The documents are:-
· Biological and Epidemiological Information on Health Risks Attributable to Ionizing Radiation: A Summary of Judgements for the Purposes of Radiological Protection.

· The Basis for Dosimetric Quantities Used in Radiological Protection.

· Assessing Doses to the Representative Individual for the Purpose of Radiation Protection of the Individual.

· The Optimization of Protection: Broadening the Process.
· Environmental Protection: the Concept and Use of Reference Animals and Plants.

These documents are seen as essential to underpin the Commission’s recommendations. In addition, two new Foundation documents are thought to be necessary as a result of the consultation exercise. 
Firstly, concerns were expressed in the consultation exercise that the Commission was perceived as having abandoned a risk-based system in setting numerical values for constraints, and the use of comparisons with natural background. It is now proposed that a new addition to the Recommendations be made with an updated version of what was Annex C in Publication 60. That Annex was on the ‘Bases for judging the significance of the effects of radiation’ and developed the attributable lifetime probabilities of death due to exposure and compared them with various non-radiation fatality rates. The Annex demonstrated that ICRP does not have a simple risk-based system, but rather that there is a complex multi-attribute assessment of the implications of exposure and a valid comparison with the natural background radiation levels. It is proposed to update this work to use the latest risk projection models from the Biology Foundation Document.

Secondly, it has been decided that a Foundation Document on the application of protection principles for ‘The Protection of the Patient in Medical Procedures’ is to be prepared, since the consultation exercise revealed a need for Committee 3 to state a clear strategy that can be incorporated into the next Recommendations.

TIMESCALE
The next draft of the Recommendations would be completed after the finalization of the Foundation Documents and should be ready for Main Commission consideration in the early part of 2006. It seems inevitable that a second round of consultation on the Recommendations will be necessary, although perhaps only for a 3 month period, after which the Commission will need to complete them. The most likely consequence of this will be that the publication of the new Recommendations will be delayed until at least late 2006.
PUBLICATIONS APPROVED

The Commission approved two reports for publication in the Annals of the ICRP.
A document by a Task Group of Committee 2 of The International Commission on Radiological Protection will replace the gastrointestinal model previously used by the Commission and completes the work needed to specify a new reference phantom.

· Human Alimentary Tract Model for Radiological Protection
The Commission also decided to publish a report provided by Annie Sugier from the Institut de Radioprotection et de Sûreté Nucléaire in France  

· Analysis of the Criteria Used by the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP) to Justify the Setting of Numerical Reference Values

This report documents the many different methods by which ICRP has developed some 30 numerical restrictions on dose in its publications since the 1990 Recommendations and thereby emphasizes that there is NOT a simple risk-based system for protection.
The consultation period on the proposed Committee 1 Task Group report Low-Dose Extrapolation of Radiation-Related Cancer Risk has led to some clarifications on the text which should be approved for publication very shortly.
