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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE FUKUSHIMA DIALOGUE INITIATIVE
2015 DECEMBER 12-13, DATE CITY, FUKUSHIMA, JAPAN

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE

Background

In its recommendations for the protection of people living in long term contaminated
areas, the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP) emphasizes
the importance of directly involving the affected population and local professionals in
the rehabilitation of living conditions. Authorities and experts creating conditions and

providing means for empowerment of the population is key to this involvement.

In this context ICRP, together with Radiation Safety Forum Japan, began the ICRP
Fukushima Dialogue Initiative in November 2011 to transfer experience from
communities effected by Chernobyl, facilitate discussions between stakeholders, and
deeply understand the challenges in order to improve future ICRP recommendations.
This initiative has brought together: local residents and professionals; representatives
of villages, towns, the prefecture, national agencies, NGOs, and other Japanese
organisations; representatives of Belarusian, Norwegian, and French organisations
with direct experience in managing long term consequences of the Chernobyl
accident; and, representatives of international agencies. Together, they find ways to
respond to the challenges of the long term rehabilitation of living conditions in areas

affected by the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident.
Objective of this Workshop

The objective of this Workshop is to share the experiences and main lessons of the
ICRP Fukushima Dialogue Initiative, focusing on the twelve main dialogue meetings
held between November 2011 and September 2015 at various locations in Fukushima

Prefecture.
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE FUKUSHIMA DIALOGUE INITIATIVE

2015 DECEMBER 12-13, DATE CITY, FUKUSHIMA, JAPAN

AGENDA

Saturday December 12

Sunday December 13

09:00 Registration opens 09:00 Lessons Learned by Participating
o ' Organizations
09:30 Welcome: Shaji Nishida, Mayor, Date City Chair: Michiaki Kai (JHPS)
09:40 Introduction: Christopher Clement, Co-Chair: Jean-Luc Lachaume (ASN)
Scientific Secretary, ICRP Speakers: Astrid Liland, Francois
) o ) Rollinger, Ted Lazo, Jacques Lochard
10:00 What is the situation in Fukushima _
today? What has been achieved? 11:00 Break
Chair: Nobuhiko Ban (NRA) 11:15 Panel Moderated by Toshimitsu Homma
Co-Chair: Jacques Repussard (IRSN) (JAEA)
Speakers: Ryugo Hayano, Makoto 12:00 Lunch (provided)
Miyazaki, Makoto Omori, Aya Goto,
Nobuaki Arima 13:00 Suwa Shrine Festival Drummers:
. _— Mamoru Yaginuma, Kosuke Sato, Ryohei
12:00 Panel Moderated by Astrid Liland (NRPA) Sato, Hideto Sato, Kento Sato, Ami
_ Kanno, Momoka Kanno
12:45 Lunch (provided)
13:30 Looking Forward
. . . Co-Chair: William Magwood (NEA
14:00 Dialogue Participant Testimonies ) cah g (NEA)
. : Speakers: Takahiro Hanzawa, Masaya
Chath.u.n I(|:h|ro nga (RSF) Hayakawa, Masaharu Tsubokura, Ryoko
Co-Chair: Ole Harbitz (NRPA) Ando, Saki Anzai, Yuya Fujiwara, Minori
Speakers: Kuni Kanno, Mayumi Otsuki, Saito
Shinya Endo, Yukiko Ban, Satsuki 1515 Break
fatsum | Mod d by Jean-Christoph
. 15:30 Panel Moderated by Jean-Christophe
16:00 Break Gariel (lRSN)
16:15 Panel Moderated by Ted Lazo (NEA) _ .
) 16:15 Conclusion: Jacques Lochard, Vice-
17:00 Closing Chair. ICRP
19:00 Reception (Celecton Fukushima Hotel) 16:45  Closing: Shoji Nishida, Mayor, Date City

An exhibition of photographs of Suetsugi Village, by Jun Takai, will be featured at the workshop venue
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“We found ourselves at peace with the land and soil. We can live in Suetsugi.”
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S uetsugi is a village on the outskirts of the town of
Hisanohama in Iwaki city, Fukushima prefecture.
Extending from the mountains to the Pacific ocean, this
long and narrow village is located at about 27km south of'
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. In March 2011,
nearly all of the population of the village had no choice
but to evacuate upon the request of Iwaki city.

When [ first visited the town of Hisanohama, a lady
who evacuated from a nearby area said, “We cannot see
radioactivity, but we cannot see through what other
people think either.” This remark came from her experi-
ence of stigma caused by radioactive contamination.

Itis true that both radioactivity and mind are invisible.
But, since I am a photographer, I can visualize what
Suetsugi villagers think by taking photos of their daily
activities, their culture, their way of life. This was the very
idea that started my work over the past four years. Their
festival shows how the people of Suetsugi, including those
who still have not returned yet, love their home village.
Villagers standing at their fields of rice and vegetables are
beaming with their pride and confidence once lost.

Eventually, I heard Suetsugi people say, “We found
ourselves at peace with the land and soil. We can live in
Suetsugi.” The photos show that the life in the village is
not the same as it had been before, but is still quite
“ordinary” nonetheless, which in itself is extraordinary.
This is a place no different from any other place in Japan.
I'm very proud that I can show how a sense of normalcy
prevailed in a place that has endured such tragedy. My
photos also illustrate the fruit of colossal effort by the
people within the village and without.

I ' hope my photos will strike a conversation not about
radioactive issues, but about what you have - your home-
towns, festivals, parents, grandparents, children, and
grandchildren - those “ordinary” things: You notice how
precious and extraordinary they are only after you lose
them. This exhibition is my personal effort to portray the
lives of the Suetsugi people, who regained confidence in
preserving their way of'life. I hope that these images serve
as a stepping stone for their next step.

I thank IRSN and ICRP for providing me with an
access to the event site. As a last remark, I would like to
offer my sincere gratitude to everyone involved in this
exhibition, especially all those in Suetsugi who inspired
me to initiate this work.

Jun Takai
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